 
Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, March 22, 2023, 3:00 - 4:00 pm
Via Zoom
[bookmark: _Hlk45625517]
Committee Present: Chair Jennifer Perez, Co-Chair John Erickson, Dr. Julian Gold, Gary Boyer, Juanita Martin, Gustavo Camacho, Sandra Armenta, Beatriz Dieringer, Bill Uphoff

Member Cities Present: Norwalk, Beverly Hills, West Hollywood, Rosemead, Glendora, Santa Fe Springs, Pico Rivera, Rolling Hills, Lomita, Cerritos, Lawndale, Downey, Beaumont

[bookmark: _Hlk130900807]Others Present: Marcel Rodarte, Frank Rodarte, Jeffrey Monical, Derek Hsieh, Richard Pippin, Lynda Johnson, Salpy Kabaklian-Slentz, Jesse Garcia, Claudia Fromenta Jorge Morales, Mark Waronek, Rhonda Gorman, Herna Molina, David Fenn

I. Call to Order: 3:03 pm

II. Approval of Minutes 
John Erickson motioned approval of the February 22, 2023, meeting minutes. Motion seconded by Bill Uphoff. No abstentions motion passed unanimously. 
III. LEGISLATIVE UPDATES
A.  ALADS Presentation  
a. [bookmark: _Hlk130893777]Deputy Gangs/Cliques
Jeffrey Monical and Richard Pippin from ALADS gave a brief update on Deputy Gangs/Cliques. They informed the committee of 27 recommendations the COC made to the Sheriff’s Department to address the issue. Pippin does not agree with a particular recommendation of rotating police officers to different stations periodically. He believes this can create hardships for the people, and detrimental to the CCCA cities that they serve. Takes time to build relationships in a city. 

Pippen asked the Legislative Committee to reach out to The Board of Supervisors and Sheriff and to OPPOSE the recommendation.

Executive Director Marcel Rodarte said the intentions are to bring the recommendation to the attention to Sheriff Luna at the ALADS dinner.
Gary Boyer said there is nothing more valuable than a long-term police officer. 
John Erickson thinks we should support the recommendation because he believes the Sheriff has good faith efforts and we need to give him a chance to do his work. The bill doesn’t support the other side of the resolution and is half baked. 
Chair Jennifer Perez used her city of Norwalk as example and how hard they worked for police officers to have a good relationship with community and be familiar with the area. 
Beatriz Dieringer suggested to write a letter to the BOS, and a letter directed to the Sheriff pinpointing what we want him to do. Saying we are opposed to the random rotation for everybody. Not fair for officers that are not involved in deputy gangs. Dieringer volunteered to help with letter to the Sheriff over the weekend and have ready by the ALADS dinner.
Julian Gold suggests engaging with the Supervisors to see their perspectives on recommendation.

b. Police Canines
ALADS Executive Director Derek Hsieh gave a brief presentation on the benefits of using police canines in the field. He shared his personal experience of using canines over lethal force. The concern for a deputy’s safety decreases with the use of canines. He brought up that most canines officers are SWAT trained and have more experience in dark and possibly hostile situations. The police dog is better to use than a firearm.
Asking CCCA committee to oppose the bill. 
	B. The Scoop – Jorge Morales
a. YIMBY
Jorge Morales said YIMBY is suing 12 cities in northern California because they did not get their housing elements done on time. Morales express concern for Builders Remedy. If cities don’t have housing elements in place builders can by bypass zoning codes. State is requiring municipalities to show there is interest. The state is kicking back everything. 
b. California Business Roundtable Initiative 
It is going to be on the November 2024 ballot. Retroactive to January 1, 2022, of any ballot initiatives to change taxes and fees for residents. If it passes those initiatives go away. 
IV. Bills of Interest  
A. AB 436 – Alvarez, David – Vehicles
Current law prohibits a local authority from enacting or enforcing an ordinance on matters covered by the Vehicle Code unless expressly authorized by the Vehicle Code. Current law authorizes local authorities to adopt rules and regulations by ordinance or resolution regarding specified matters, including, among others, crossing guards, the operation of bicycles, the removal of illegally parked vehicles, and cruising. 
This bill would remove the authorization for a local authority to adopt rules and regulations by ordinance or regulation regarding cruising.

[bookmark: _Hlk130899432]Gustavo Camacho motioned to OPPOSE the bill. Beatriz Dieringer seconded the motion. No abstentions, motion passed unanimously.  

A. AB 742 - Jackson, Corey – Law enforcement: Police Canines 
Existing law authorizes a peace officer to use reasonable force to effect the arrest, to prevent escape, or to overcome resistance of an individual. Existing law requires law enforcement agencies to maintain a policy on the use of force.
This bill would prohibit the use of an unleashed police canine by law enforcement to apprehend a person, and any use of a police canine for crowd control. The bill would prohibit law enforcement agencies from authorizing any use or training of a police canine that is inconsistent with this bill.
[bookmark: _Hlk130899866]Dr Julian Gold motioned to OPPOSE the bill. John Erickson seconded the motion. No abstentions, motion passed unanimously.

B. SB 602 - Archuleta, Bob - Trespass.
Current law makes it a misdemeanor to commit the crime of trespass, which includes refusing or failing to leave land, real property, or structures belonging to, or lawfully occupied by, another and not open to the general public upon being requested to leave by a peace officer at the request of the owner, the owner’s agent, or the person in lawful possession and upon being informed by the peace officer that they are acting at the request of the owner, the owner’s agent, or the person in lawful possession. Current law requires the owner, the owner’s agent, or the person in lawful possession to make a separate request to the peace officer on each occasion when the peace officer’s assistance in dealing with a trespass is requested, except that a single request for peace officer assistance may be made for a period not to exceed 12 months when the premises or property is closed to the public and posted as being closed. Existing law requires the requester to inform the law enforcement agency to which the request was made when the assistance is no longer desired before the 12-month period expires. Current law also authorizes a single request for a peace officer’s assistance to be made for a period of time not to exceed 30 days and identified by specific dates when there is a fire hazard or the owner, the owner’s agent, or the person in lawful possession is absent from the property. Under existing law, a request for assistance expires when ownership of the property changes or upon a change in the person in lawful possession. 
This bill would authorize a single request for assistance to be made and submitted electronically, in a notarized writing on a form provided by the law enforcement agency, to a peace officer for a time period determined by local ordinance or 12 months, whichever is shorter, and identified by specific dates, during which there is a fire hazard or the owner, owner’s agent, or person in lawful possession is absent from the premises or property.
[bookmark: _Hlk130900147]Beatriz Dieringer motioned to APPROVE the bill. John Erickson seconded the motion. No abstentions, motion passed unanimously. 

C. SB 20 - Rubio, Susan - Joint powers agreements: regional housing trusts.
The Joint Exercise of Powers Act authorizes 2 or more public agencies, by agreement, to form a joint powers authority to exercise any power common to the contracting parties, as specified. Existing law authorizes the agreement to set forth the manner by which the joint powers authority will be governed. That act specifically authorizes the creation of the Orange County Housing Finance Trust and the San Gabriel Valley Regional Housing Trust, both joint powers authorities, for the purposes of funding housing to assist the homeless population and persons and families of extremely low, very low, and low income within their respective regions, as specified. 
This bill would authorize 2 or more cities, by entering into a joint powers agreement pursuant to the Joint Exercise of Powers Act, to create a regional housing trust for the purposes of funding housing to assist the homeless population and persons and families of extremely low, very low, and low income within their jurisdictions. The bill would require a regional housing trust created pursuant to these provisions to be governed by a board of directors consisting of a minimum of 9 directors. The bill would authorize a regional housing trust to fund the planning and construction of housing, receive public and private financing and funds, and authorize and issue bonds. The bill would require the joint powers agreement establishing the regional housing trust to incorporate specified annual financial reporting and auditing requirements.

[bookmark: _Hlk130900371]Dr. Julian Gold motioned to APPROVE the bill. Jennifer Perez seconded the motion. No abstentions, motion passed unanimously.

D. SB 44 - Umberg, Thomas - Controlled substances. 
Existing law makes it a crime to possess for sale or purchase for purpose of sale, transport, import, sell, furnish, administer, give away, manufacture, compound, convert, produce, derive, process, or prepare various controlled substances, including, among others, fentanyl, peyote, and various other opiates and narcotics. This bill, Alexandra’s Law, would require the court to advise a person who is convicted of, or who pleads guilty or no contest to, the above crimes, of the danger of selling or administering illicit drugs and counterfeit pills and that, if a person dies as a result of that action, the defendant can be charged with homicide. The bill would require the court to read the advisory statement in a case in which the defendant exchanged a controlled substance containing fentanyl or its analogs for anything else of value. The bill would require the advisory statement to be included in a plea form, if used, and specified on the record. The bill would require that the fact the advisory was given be recorded in the abstract of conviction and would prohibit the advisement from being used as evidence in the prosecution of a minor in juvenile court.

[bookmark: _Hlk130900828]Dr. Julian Gold motioned to APPROVE. Bill Uphoff seconded the motion. No abstentions, motion passed unanimously.

E. AB 550 - Schiavo, Pilar - Homelessness: public hearings. 
Existing law authorizes a county board of supervisors, by ordinance, to cause a validated census of the county or any district therein to be taken in years other than those in which a census is taken by the United States that enumerates all the inhabitants of the county or district. Existing law, the Planning and Zoning Law, requires each city, county, and city and county to prepare and adopt a general plan that contains certain mandatory elements, including a housing element. Existing law requires the housing element to identify the existing and projected housing needs of all economic segments of the community.
This bill would require a city, county, and city and county, on or before January 1, 2025, and annually thereafter, to conduct a point-in-time count of homeless persons within that jurisdiction and, on or before January 1, 2026, and annually thereafter, to hold a public hearing to present the data gathered and discuss plans to solve issues related to homelessness in that jurisdiction. 
The bill would require the city, county, and city and county to, at least 30 days before the public hearing, publish the results of the data gathered on that jurisdiction’s internet website and, within 6 months after the public hearing, to develop a plan to reduce homelessness within that jurisdiction. By requiring local agencies to conduct a point-in-time count of homeless persons and develop a plan to reduce homelessness, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program.
John Erickson is keeping an eye on the bill.

No action was taken by the Committee at this time.

F. AB 37 - Bonta, Mia - Political Reform Act of 1974: campaign funds: security expenses 
The Political Reform Act of 1974 regulates the use of campaign funds held by candidates for elective office, elected officers, and campaign committees. The act authorizes a candidate or elected officer to use campaign funds to pay or reimburse the state for the costs of installing and monitoring a home or office electronic security system if specified conditions are met. These conditions include that the candidate or elected officer has received threats to physical safety that have been verified by law enforcement, that no more than $5,000 in campaign funds be used for this purpose, and that the candidate or elected officer report the expenditure of campaign funds to the Fair Political Practices Commission. 
This bill would eliminate those conditions. The bill would instead authorize a candidate or elected officer to use campaign funds to pay or reimburse the state for the reasonable costs of installing and monitoring a home or office electronic security system, and for the reasonable costs of providing personal security to a candidate, elected officer, or the immediate family and staff of a candidate or elected officer, if those costs are reasonably related to the candidate or elected officer’s status as a candidate or elected officer.

[bookmark: _Hlk130901113]Dr Julian Gold motioned to SUPPORT the bill. Claudia Fromenta seconded the motion. No abstentions, motion passed unanimously.

G. SB 50 - Bradford, Steven - Vehicles: enforcement. 
Summary Existing law authorizes a peace officer to make an arrest pursuant to a warrant or without a warrant if, among other circumstances, the officer has probable cause to believe that the person has committed a public offense in the officer’s presence. Under existing law, it is unlawful to disobey the lawful order, signal, or direction of a uniformed peace officer performing any duties pursuant to the Vehicle Code or to refuse to submit to any lawful vehicular inspection authorized by the Vehicle Code. 
This bill would prohibit a peace officer from stopping or detaining the operator of a motor vehicle or bicycle for a low-level infraction, as defined, unless a separate, independent basis for a stop exists. The bill would authorize a peace officer who does not have grounds to stop a vehicle or bicycle, but can determine the identity of the owner, to send a citation or warning letter to the owner.

Dr Julian Gold motioned to OPPOSE the bill. Bill Uphoff seconded the motion. No abstentions, motion passed unanimously.

H. AB 1249 - Ta, Tri - Sales and use taxes: exemption: tax holiday: school supplies. 
Existing sales and use tax laws impose taxes on retailers measured by the gross receipts from the sale of tangible personal property sold at retail in this state, or on the storage, use, or other consumption in this state of tangible personal property purchased from a retailer for storage, use, or other consumption in this state, and provides various exemptions from the taxes imposed by those laws. 
This bill would, on and after January 1, 2024, and before January 1, 2029, exempt from those taxes the gross receipts from the sale of, and the storage, use, or other consumption of, qualified school supplies, as defined, for the two-day period beginning at 12:01 a.m. on the third Saturday of July of each year and ending at 11:59 p.m. on the following day.
Bill Uphoff how do you define that you are buying school supplies. 
Dr. Julian wants to know how the larger school districts feel about this and impact to municipalities.
Sandra Armenta suggests the bill is to help teachers.

No action was taken by the committee at this time.

I. AB 1287 - Alvarez, David - Density Bonus Law: additional density bonus and incentives or concessions: California Coastal Act of 1976.
Existing law, referred to as the Density Bonus Law, requires a city or county to provide a developer that proposes a housing development within the city or county with a density bonus and other concessions or incentives or concessions, as specified, if the developer agrees to construct specified percentages of units for lower income households or very low income households, and meets other requirements. 
This bill would require a city, county, or city and county to grant an additional density bonus, calculated as specified, when an applicant proposes to construct a housing development that conforms to specified requirements and provides 24% of the base density units to lower income households, conforms to specified requirements and provides 15% of the base density units to very low income households, or conforms to specified requirements and provides 44% of the total units to moderate-income units. 
The bill would require a city, county, or city and county to grant additional incentives or concessions for a project that meets any of those categories and also includes certain percentages of units for persons and families of moderate income. By imposing additional duties on local officials in administering the Density Bonus Law, this bill would create a state mandated local program.
Dr. Julian Gold says it goes against our basic premise of local control.
Beatriz Dieringer says its not like we don’t already have Density Bonus Laws. Doesn’t even get a chance to kick in. It is the same old thing just creating more and more of what they already have.
Sandra Armenta identified that these are just incentives and concessions, and a developer does not have to abide by them. Does not address affordable housing.

Gustavo Camacho motioned to OPPOSE the bill. Claudia Fromenta seconded the motion.
V. Other Business
A. ED Rodarte updates the committee of the date change for L.A. Local Advocacy Day.


Adjournment: March 22, 2023, at 4:03pm


